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Welcome Back
Getting to Know CEF

Thank you for getting to know Chatham Education Foundation. 
CEF’s vision is to be the leading philanthropic partner for the 
School District of the Chathams for collaborating on innovative 
ideas to enrich education, support future-focused initiatives, and 
build a sustainable source of funding through an endowment.

The School District of the Chathams (SDOC) has a long history 
and ongoing reputation for educational excellence. In our 28th 
year, Chatham Education Foundation has funded over $1.6 million 
in grants directly to SDOC that bring innovation to our schools to 
maintain and enhance this level of excellence. 

In addition to annual grant funding 
of $100,000, Chatham Education 
Foundation established an 
endowment to address increasing 
strains on SDOC’s budget. Chatham 
Education Foundation’s goal is to 
create a $4 million endowment to 
support Chatham students for years 
to come. 

Once fully funded, a $3 million 
Permanent Endowment will yield 
approximately $150,000 per year in 
perpetuity for curriculum-enhancing 
grants for generations of students.

An additional $1 million Term Endowment will help to protect our 
school district from budget shocks and crises. Chatham Education 
Foundation welcomes and appreciates your support as we help 
the district aim higher!

I am grateful to Chatham 
Education Foundation for its 
commitment to the long-term 
financial stability of the 
district, especially during  
this time of uncertainty, and 
for providing an important 
avenue for bolstering the 
educational experience of our 
students in a sustainable way. 
Dr. Michael LaSusa 
Superintendent of Schools

WAYS TO ENGAGE

★ Volunteer      
★ Trivia Night Event      
★ Town Halls  
★ Learn About Grants      
★  Donate Online

LEARN MORE
chathamedfoundation.org

—  years of service  —

28

—  grants funded  —

270

—  total awards  —

1.6M

students  
—  impacted  — 

yearly

3900

FOLLOW CEF ONLINE
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Farm to School 
(CHS)
James Miller &  
Emily Cafaro 

This grant enhances 
the environmental 
science courses by having students 
grow food with a hydroponic system  
in the greenhouse and raised beds in 
the courtyards, and the produce will  
be incorporated into the CHS menu. 

TEDxYouth@Chatham (District)
James Lawrence & Christina Reed 

This grant purchased eight new  
body microphones to be used at 
TEDxYouth@Chatham and other 
performing arts events. 

Let Our Fingers Do the Poppin’ (MAS, SBS, WAS)
LeeAnn Wertheim, Aaron Yomamoto, Jessica Vega, Jaime Trauger, Beth Zimmer, Grace 
Malanga, Amy Kerr, Megan Militello, Katelyn Clifford, Samantha Aquilina, Robin Ciccone, 
Angela Piazza, Shannon Moran, Dianne Conti, Brooke Hegarty, Megan Stevens, Joyce 
Luongo, Jacqueline LaBrutto, Helen Oliver, Nancy Volker and Megan Tompkins

Twenty teachers at MAS, SBS, and WAS will receive math manipulatives to help  
Kindergarten and 1st-grade students. 

Bouncybands for Student 
Wellness (CMS)
Lydia MacIntosh-Haye  
& Lynne Ann Collier 

This grant places 
Bouncybands, which 
allow students to 
self-regulate by having 
discreet movement breaks without 
leaving their seats, on 100 chairs  
at CMS. 

Trout in the Classroom (CMS)
Jillian Brandt & Ceara Cleaves 

Ms. Brandt and Ms. Cleaves shared, 
“We are excited to bring the Trout in 
the Classroom program  
to Chatham Middle 
School. Our 8th 
graders will be able to 
raise trout from eggs 
to fingerling size that 
will be ready to be 
released in the spring. 
Along the way, the 
students will focus on how abiotic 
factors affect biotic factors and learn 
the importance of clean, cold water. 
Students will be responsible for 
checking pH levels, nitrate levels,  
and nitrite levels daily.” 

Building Social and Emotional 
Learning Through Cooperative 
Games (LAF)
Cheryl Russo & Cindy Weiner  

Ms. Russo and Ms. Weiner said, “We 
are thrilled the CEF grant committee 
supports our goal to help 
students grow socially 
and emotionally through 
games. Managing 
conflicts, making friends, 
increasing self-esteem, 
and improving communication  
are critical aspects of a student’s 
development. We are confident  
that these games will promote  
those skills and so many more to  
the entire LAF student community  
for many years to come!” 

Read for Pure Joy! (CMS)
Lynne Ann Collier 

This grant adds alternative, 
comfortable reading locations in a 
6th–7th grade small group classroom 
at CMS. Ms. Collier explained that 
when students are comfortable and 
relaxed, it contributes to a joyful 
reading experience, which leads to 
longer sustained periods of reading 
and a positive connotation with 
reading.

Be Inspired by Gobi — a Literacy, 
Wellness & Character Education 
Event (MAS, WAS, SBS, LAF)
Danielle Dagounis, Lisa Lattarulo,  
Karen Leister, Nick Andreazza,  
Cheryl Russo, Kristine Dudlo,  
Kathleen O’Connor and Marco Freyre 

This grant brings the author of Finding 
Gobi for a visit to each of the four 
elementary schools, as well as buying 
books for each classroom library, and 
accompanies newly designed 
curriculum lessons. Ms. Dagounis 
shared, “We are beyond excited that the 
CEF is able to fund our grant so that we 
can host wellness events at each of our 
elementary schools. This grant will 
enable our elementary library/media 
specialists and health & physical 
education teachers to collaborate and 
develop learning experiences for our 
students to discuss and learn about the 
topics of perseverance, teamwork, 
friendship, kindness to others, and the 
importance of physical well-being.” 

The Scientific Investigation and 
Collaboration Classroom (CHS)
Emily Cafaro & Rebecca Ryan 

This grant transforms 
two science classrooms 
at CHS with whiteboard 
tables and accessories. 

Writing in Comfort (WAS)
Jennifer Taylor & Michelle Busanic 

This grant enhances 
the resource centers  
at WAS with furniture 
designed to make 
students more 
comfortable when 
writing and reach their potential. 
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